BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting held at Chamberlin Hall, Bildeston
 on Monday, 10th October, 2016 at 7.30pm

             In attendance:
	Councillors:
	A Guttridge (Chairman)
D Dempsey

D Drury
A Hubbard
R Lester
R Taylor


	Also Present:                          
	 D Blackburn (Clerk)
 District Councillor M Creffield

	
	 Seven parishioners
 


 

The Chairman, Councillor A Guttridge opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present. 

  C87/16/17    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

  Apologies for absence had been received from Councillor Bullen and County Councillor Mrs Antill.
  C88/16/17    DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
  The following declarations were made:

  Kings Pightle Management Committee – Councillors Drury, Hubbard, Lester & Taylor; 
  Sportsfield Management Committee – Councillors Drury, Lester & Taylor;

  Parish Council’s representative on the Parochial Church Council – Councillor Lester; and

  Parish Council’s representative on the Chamberlin Hall Management Committee – Councillor Guttridge.
       C89/16/17
   DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS


   There were none.

       C90/16/17
   MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


It was AGREED: That the minutes of the meetings held on 12th September, 2016 and 3rd October, 2016 be signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
     C91/16/17    DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

District Councillor Creffield reported upon the following matters:

a. There had been no further progress with regard to devolution for East Anglia and a decision did not appear likely in the short term;
b. Babergh District Council had confirmed that it would be moving its offices to Endeavour house at Ipswich along with Mid Suffolk District Council; and
c. An exhibition was being displayed at Sudbury Town Hall from 3rd to 25th October, 2016 on proposals for a new bus station at Sudbury.

  C92/16/17    APPLICATION FOR JUDICIAL REVIEW ON PLANNING DECISION (B/15/01433)
The Chairman, Councillor Guttridge, reported on the Parish Council’s application to the High Court for a judicial review of the planning decision in respect of Land East of Artiss Close and Rotheram Road, Bildeston (B/15/01433/OUT). The court hearing was due to take place on 26th and 27th October, 2016. 
The planning authority, Babergh District Council, had written to the Parish Council inviting it to withdraw its application for judicial review with both sides meeting their respective costs. The proposal had been made following a further permission granted by the planning authority in respect of the same site (B16/00859 refers). The application had been made under Section 73 of the Town and Country Planning Act (1990) to vary condition 29 attached to planning permission B/15/1433 to replace parts of the boundary hedge to the front of the site in accordance with the details supplied by the applicant. Not only had Babergh District Council considered the variation but it had taken the opportunity to re-consider the whole proposal for development without notifying the Parish Council of its intention to do so. It was difficult to determine whether or not the new decision would materially affect the chances of a positive outcome in respect of the application for a judicial review. However, it was appropriate to consider the proposal made by Babergh District Council before any further steps were taken.
Mr Targett and Mr Beales spoke of the “mandate” given by Keep Bildeston Beautiful and the wider community to the Parish Council to continue with its legal action. Donations and community fundraising activities had helped to provide significant funds to help meet the costs faced by the Parish Council should the action be unsuccessful. The financial contributions reflected local and wider opposition to the type of greenfield development applied for in B/15/1433 as a “matter of principle”. They had not been given on the basis of any specific expectations about the likelihood of success of the legal challenge.
Councillor Guttridge thanked the representatives of Keep Bildeston Beautiful for the clarity of their views and indicated that the Parish Council would consider the legal advice it had received in the confidential part of the meeting (see Minute C100/16/17 below).
It was AGREED: That the representations made by Keep Bildeston Beautiful be taken into account in determining the Parish Council’s next steps with regard to the application for judicial review.
  C93/16/17    VILLAGE AMENITIES AND EVENTS


Councillor Lester reported that ten trustees had been appointed to the Kings Pightle Management Committee. Changes to its constitutional arrangements would be considered at its next meeting on 19th October, 2016. This should then enable the proceeds from the Henry Morphew estate to be released for the benefit of the village.

Councillor Taylor reported that a quiz night would be held at the Sportsfield Pavilion on Saturday, 12th November, 2016.

Councillor Guttridge asked for details from the Church via Councillor Lester for Remembrance Sunday. The Clerk indicated that a wreath would be purchased from the Royal British Legion and a donation given by the Parish Council in accordance with the practice adopted in previous years.
Mr Adam Keeton addressed the Parish Council on his hopes and fears for the future of Chamberlin Hall. Mr Keeton spoke of his desire to see a range of new users being encouraged to use the building and cited in particular, the need for a youth club which he was happy to help run. Mr Keeton believed it was the role of the Parish Council to implement changes that would help improve community use of Chamberlin Hall.
Members of the Parish Council discussed the issues raised and responded in terms of the following:

a. That the Chamberlin Hall Management Committee was set up as a separate charity and did not fall under the direct management and control of the Parish Council;

b. That matters concerning the management and operation of Chamberlin Hall were best dealt with at the Annual General Meeting of the Management Committee;

c. That the Parish Council very much wished to see Chamberlin Hall run successfully for the benefit of the local community; and
d. That the Parish Council would be happy to work with all parties to promote Chamberlin Hall and would be prepared to offer start-up funding for new groups wishing to use the building.
Mr Keeton was invited to consider how a youth club might be formed and could operate from Chamberlin Hall as a user. Members of the Parish Council indicated their wish to work with such groups and the Chamberlin Hall Management Committee as part of a constructive dialogue, to help broaden the offer and appeal of Chamberlin Hall.
C94/16/17    CLERK’S REPORT


The Clerk read out the contents of a letter received from a local parishioner who was seeking a “No Through Road” sign or “10 mph” speed limit in Artiss Close to reduce the speed of motorcycles and motor vehicles particularly in view of the number of small children using the play area next to the road.


It was AGREED: That the matter be referred to the Highways Authority, Suffolk County Council.
    C95/16/17    EXTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT

 The Clerk reported that the External Auditor’s had signed off the Annual Return comprising the Annual Governance Statement and the summary of Annual Accounts for 2015/16.
           It was AGREED: That the external auditor’s report be received and noted.
     C96/16/17    FINANCIAL REPORT

It was AGREED: 
  a. That the budget monitoring report for the second quarter of 2016/17 be received and noted; 
b. That the following payments be authorised:
	Payee


	Description
	Budget Category
	Amount 
(£ incl. VAT)

	David Blackburn
	Clerk's Pay
	Salaries & Expenses
	189.46

	David Blackburn
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	131.33

	David Blackburn
	VAT Correction on Delivery –

ICT & Website
	Salaries & Expenses
	2.20

	Adrian Chinery
	Grounds Maintenance
	Salaries & Expenses
	354.34

	Adrian Chinery
	Grounds Maintenance
	Salaries & Expenses
	60.00

	HMRC
	PAYE (to end of Sept)
	Salaries & Expenses
	704.00

	BDO
	External Audit
	Audit
	240.00

	Timm Joy
	Clockwinder’s Fee
	Clock Tower Maintenance
	146.32

	Neil Holloway
	High Visibility Jackets – Community Speedwatch
	Traffic Calming
	21.84

	Tomlinson Groundcare
	Grounds Maintenance
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	16.44

	Gotelee Solicitors
	Judicial Review
	Administrative & Legal
	1452.00

	W J Green Ltd
	Hedge Trimmer
	Assets – Grounds Maintenance
	239.00


      (Notes: All the above are payable from the General Fund).
C97/16/17     PLANNING APPLICATIONS


 Part A: Planning Applications - Consultation with Bildeston Parish Council
	Reference 
	B/16/01187

	Address 
	112 High Street, Bildeston, IPSWICH, IP7 7EB 

	Proposal 
	Application for Listed Building Consent- Construction of 2 Metre High Brick Wall 

	Representation
	No objection


	Reference 
	B/16/01310

	Address 
	1-3 Chapel Street, Bildeston, IPSWICH IP7 7EP

	Proposal 
	Removal of 2 Walnut Tree

	Representation
	Defer to the views of the Trees and Woodlands Officer at the District Council 


Part B: Planning Applications – Decisions of Babergh District Council


None (other than the reference to approval of planning application B16/00859 – Minute C92/16/17 refers).
  C98/16/17
 PUBLIC SESSION

There were no issues raised.
  C99/16/17     MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

Councillor Lester referred to the success of the Church Tea and Chrysanthemums event in raising funds for the Parish Church.

Councillor Hubbard had been approached by a local resident seeking the reinstatement of a “No Ball Games Sign” at the edge of Brooksfield facing Wattisham Road. The matter had been referred to the landowner, Babergh District Council, but they were not minded to re-erect the sign as it was contrary to their position in seeking to encourage play and exercise. The Parish Council noted the position taken by the landowner.
  C100/16/17
CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS


It was AGREED: That the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960.

JUDICIAL REVIEW (B/15/01433/OUT)
           Further to Minute C92/16/17, Members of the Parish Council discussed the advice received from its legal advisers and the views expressed earlier in the meeting by representatives of Keep Bildeston Beautiful.  

It was AGREED: That the Parish Council should continue its legal action in seeking to have planning permission for the Land to the East of Artiss Close and Rotheram Road quashed.


The meeting closed at 9.50pm.
Chairman ………………………………………………

Date…………………………………………………...
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